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TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES IN SCHOOLS 

392. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Education: 
I was pleased to learn earlier this year that some of my local schools were included in the 100-schools project for 
technology upgrades.  Are any other schools in regional Western Australia also participating in this exciting 
government initiative? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question and for his advocacy on behalf of his constituents.  He is 
correct in that five schools in the electorate of Albany were included in the $20 million, 100-schools project 
recently announced by the Government.  Those schools are: North Albany Senior High School, Albany 
Secondary Education Support Centre, Spencer Park Primary School, Spencer Park Education Support Centre and 
Mt Lockyer Primary School.  The 100-schools project is intended to help students and teachers get the best 
advantage possible from information technology.  The intention is particularly to help children who have limited 
access to computers at home or who may be disadvantaged by distance and remoteness.   

The project will deliver high speed Internet access, improved computer equipment, networking infrastructure and 
extensive teacher professional development, and it builds on a very successful pilot program of 12 primary 
schools in the Fremantle education district.  The lessons learnt from the Fremantle trial will assist in the 
professional development that is required and the infrastructure improvements needed at the schools.  It is a 
move away from and an endeavour to avoid the mistakes of the past, which were commented on so succinctly by 
the Auditor General in his report received in Parliament last year.  The 100-schools project is just one part of the 
State Government’s information and communication technology push.  It will provide $10.5 million this year to 
complete the first stage of the provision of notebooks to teachers, with 11 000 notebook computers being 
delivered, and it will provide $90 million over three years for significantly increased bandwidth to 400 
metropolitan and 340 regional schools - in other words, all government schools. 

The Government is determined that education will make significant strides forward through the application of 
information technology.  The other regional schools included in the first rollout are Eastern Goldfields Senior 
High School, Eastern Goldfields Senior High School Education Support Centre, Kalgoorlie Primary School, 
Kalgoorlie School of the Air, Carnarvon Primary School, Carnarvon School of the Air, Carnarvon Senior High 
School, East Carnarvon Primary School and Meekatharra District High School.  I am sure that the member for 
Ningaloo will be pleased about that because he has raised education issues in this place.   

He is probably also pleased that the person who occupied the position of fullback in the 1986 Subiaco grand 
final, Michael Crutchfield, was elected as the first Labor member for South Barwon in Victoria, which, I am 
sure, as a Subiaco supporter, the member for Ningaloo would have celebrated on the weekend.  

An Opposition member interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Damien Drum was pre-selected in Victoria.  How does that augur for the future of the 
National Party?   

Other schools to benefit will be Avonvale Primary School, Northam Primary School and Northam Senior High 
School.  Eventually, all schools will be in the same situation as the schools in the first tranche.  This information 
technology rollout will provide a quantum leap forward in the delivery of education in regional and remote 
schools and to disadvantaged schools in this State.  I am very pleased to have had the support of the Treasurer 
and the Premier in delivering this benefit. 
 


